
60 Years of Competitive Contesting 
and Continuous Improvement 

 
The W3LPL Story 



 
Building Crystal Sets and One Tube Radios at Age 7 

all components were purchased in 1922 

                                                 

                                                
 
 

 
 

 
 



Short Wave Listening     1957-1959 



How We Learned the Morse Code in 1958 



W9EGQ’s Novice Column in Popular Electronics – Nov 1958 
“Help Us Obtain Our Novice Licenses” Monthly Listing 



My First Field Day - W1OP/1 in 1959 
2A    404 QSOs 





My First QTH 



My First Contest - 1960 Novice Roundup 
48 QSOs in 33 hours of operation over 15 days 

Rhode Island Section 
KN1MIJ  148 QSOs   47 Sections   37 Hours 
KN1LPL     48 QSOs   17 Sections   33 Hours 



My First Contest as K1LPL - April 1960 CW CD Party 
19 QSOs   10 Sections   in 2 Hours 



My First Sweepstakes - 1960 CW SS 
Rhode Island Scores 

                                                               Call      QSOs   Sections   Hours 
K1IFE    257         55            22 
K1BBK  225         47            17 
K1LPL   225         41            38 

 



Operating Aid No. 6 



My First Contest Win - 1962 New England QSO Party 



My First 100K Sweepstakes Score - 1962 CW SS 
40 hours over two weekends!  

720 QSOs   
67 Sections 



Unexpected #1 USA Finish - 1964 
ARRL CW DX Contest - Low Power 

278 QSOs   133 Mults   40 hours over two weekends (mostly DXing…) 



ARRL CW DX Contest Log with Six QSO Per Country Quotas! 
1966 was the last year for CW quotas 



First Place 4A - W1OP/1 in 1968 Field Day 
Team Leaders:  K1LPL and K1JYN (now K6LL) 

2009 QSOs 



My First Field Day from Maryland - 1970  
K1LPL/3 and K1JYN (now K6LL) 

Class 2B   2394 QSOs  kilowatt power  



My First Sweepstakes from Maryland - 1970 CW SS  

First Place Maryland-DC Section  
from a small apartment in Fort Meade 

800 QSOs     72 Sections     118K 



Single Operator Two Radio (SO2R) DX Contesting 
CQWW and ARRL CW DX Contests 1974-1979 

Eight #1 USA Finishes 

                Season        73/74   76/77   77/78   78/79 
           CQWW QSOs       945      1149    1317     1359 
               ARRL QSOs     1877      2172    2391     2879 



My First Multi-Operator Multi-Transmitter DX Contest 
ARRL SSB DX Contest - 1977 

                  Top Ten USA Scores  
           W7RM   5955 QSOs  449 Multipliers 
           W2PV    4599 QSOs   499 Multipliers 
           W1RR    4300 QSOs   500 Multipliers 
           W3AU    3798 QSOs   515 Multipliers  
          W4BVV  3673 QSOs  496 Multipliers 
           W6PAA  2929 QSOs  351 Multipliers  
           K3WW   2799 QSOs   419 Multipliers 
           W3LPL   2549 QSOs   437 Multipliers 
           W3GM  2408 QSOs   446 Multipliers 
           W3FA    2124 QSOs   388 Multipliers 

 
 
 
 



Unexpected #1 USA Multi-Multi DX Contest Score 
ARRL SSB DX Contest - 1982 

 
                    QSOs  Mults        Score 
      W3LPL  4487    507       6,824,727 
      K2UA    4203    530       6,682,770 
      N5AU   4445    492        6,560,820 
      K9GL    4428    487        6,469,308 
      K1CC    4354    473        6,178,326 
      W4DR  3627    502        5,462,262 
      N6RO   4023    435        5,250,015 
 

PICO DE GALLO 



W3LPL Multi-Multi in Crownsville Maryland – 1984 
K3RV on 40 meters and W3FG (SK) on 10 meters 



Permit for Seven Towers at New QTH 
Glenwood Maryland - 1985 





15 Meter Station -  1995 
TS-950 and TS-850 



W3LPL Glenwood Maryland  - 1995 
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Eight 580 Foot Beverages Starting in 1995 

NW 

SE 



#1 USA Multi-Multi in Four CQWW and ARRL DX Contests 
During a Single Season 

                                           CQWW SSB     CQWW CW       ARRL CW      ARRL SSB 
                           N2AA           1982                 1982                  1983              1983  
                           W3LPL         1987                 1987                  1988              1988  
                           W3LPL         1988                 1988                  1989              1989  
                           W3LPL         1989                 1989                  1990              1990  
                           W3LPL         1994                 1994                  1995              1995 
                           K3LR             2010                 2010                  2011              2011  
                           K3LR             2013                 2013                  2014              2014 
                           K3LR             2014                 2014                  2015              2015 



 



 

 
 

New 160 and 80 Meter Receiving Antennas - 2013 

Eight 160M  
24 foot 

W8JI umbrella 
verticals 

in a 350 foot 
diameter circle 

  
Eight 80M  

24 foot 
W8JI umbrella 

verticals 
in a 175 foot 

diameter circle 
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160 Meter 8-Circle Receiving Array and Beverages – 2013 
on four acres 1000 feet from my transmitting antennas 



A Tornado Topples My 200 Foot 10 Meter Tower - 2016 





Six Weeks After the Tornado - August 2016 



Just a Few of My Elmers and Mentors 


