= 60 Years of Competitive Contesting

- and Continuous Improvement

The W3LPL Story




Building Crystal Sets and One Tube Radios at Age 7
all components were purchased in 1922
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Short Wave Listening 1957-1959
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How We Learned the Morse Code in 1958

\EP\RN CODE

with the
AMECO CODE COURSE
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WIEGQ’s Novice Column in Popular Electronics — Nov 1958
“Help Us Obtain Our Novice Licenses” Monthly Listing

Stereo Hi-Fi Speaker Setups

POPU LAR NO EM BER c?u?’

EI.ECTRONICS

computer Plays
Tic-Tac-Toe

38s% JO TREET
| | I | AAAAAAAAAA

l ' ’ l Herbert S. Brier

~5;«».,--«:““ Hi-Fi
OSL'ing the Satellites



My First Field Day - W10P/1 in 1959
2A 404 QSOs
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100 Years of Amateur Radio 1919-2019  er 1925
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Francis Donovan, Jr,
108 Whitehall Street Providence 9, R. I.
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My First Contest - 1960 Novice Roundup
48 QSOs in 33 hours of operation over 15 days

Rhode Island Section
KN1MIJ 148 QSOs 47 Sections 37 Hours
KN1LPL 48 QSOs 17 Sections 33 Hours

Franci is Donovan, Jr,
108 Whitehall Street Pw\ridcncc 9, R L




My First Contest as K1LPL - April 1960 CW CD Party
19 QSOs 10 Sections in 2 Hours
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My First Sweepstakes - 1960 CW SS
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Operating Aid No. 6
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My First Contest Win - 1962 New England QSO Party

Francis J. Donovan, Jr. - 108 Whitehall St. - Providence 9, R. |,




My First 100K Sweepstakes Score - 1962 CW SS
40 hours over two weekends!

“RTLPL+ 50

| 67 Sections

Francis J. Donovan, Jr. - 108 Whitehell St. - Providence 9, R. |,




278 QSOs 133 Mults 40 hours over two
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Unexpected #1 USA Finish - 1964

ARRL CW DX Contest - Low Power
weekends (mostly DXing...)
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ARRL CW DX Contest Log with Six QSO Per Country Quotas!
1966 was the last year for CW quotas

LCGI, ARRL INTERNATIOMAL DX CONE ETITION




First Place 4A - W10P/1 in 1968 Field Day
Team Leaders: K1LPL and K1JYN (now K6LL)
2009 QSOs




My First Field Day from Maryland - 1970
K1LPL/3 and K1JYN (now K6LL) R
Class 2B 2394 QSOs kilowatt power Kl!'gl‘/

o o 8 L.t
MEMOER: POTOMAD VALLEY DADO CLLw




My First Sweepstakes from Maryland - 1970 CW SS
First Place Maryland-DC Section AN, LS.

Ow lookin
Northuest i apolis in Anne Arundel Coun

from a small apartment in Fort Meade KILPL/3
800 QSOs 72 Sections 118K "o it

A vingde saved vieel wiaer &3 aetnry somee 500
p ~-,.:-.‘.-,~.v
ROTARY ANTENNAS Rern i desnted Slom FIXED ANTENNAS
LB YALE A Ungy g Expsies W, 40M
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Single Operator Two Radio (SO2R) DX Contesting
CQWW and ARRL CW DX Contests 1974-1979
Eight #1 USA Finishes o bt S i it

WsLPI

FRANK DONCVAN

Season 73/74 76/77 77/78 78/79

CQWW QSOs 945 1149 1317 1359  _iietioint oo
ARRLQSOs 1877 2172 2391 2879 e S e




My First Multi-Operator Multi-Transmitter DX Contest

ARRL SSB DX Contest - 1977

Top Ten USA Scores
W7RM 5955 QSOs 449 Multipliers
W2PV 4599 QSOs 499 Multipliers
L;l‘ | W1RR 4300 QSOs 500 Multipliers
- W3AU 3798 QSOs 515 Multipliers
W4BVV 3673 QSOs 496 Multipliers

}Y'IRR i WG6PAA 2929 QSOs 351 Multipliers
i el K3WW 2799 QSOs 419 Multipliers
P LT W3LPL 2549 QSOs 437 Multipliers
W3GM 2408 QSOs 446 Multipliers Fore Chuschl, Matitobs, Cansd
W3FA 2124 QSOs 388 Multipliers VIMCG/ V]

||||||




Unexpected #1 USA Multi-Multi DX Contest Score
ARRL SSB DX Contest - 1982

QSOs Mults
W3LPL 4487 507
K2UA 4203 530

NSAU 4445
KOGL 4428
K1CC 4354
WA4DR 3627
N6RO 4023

492
487
473
502
435

Score
6,824,727

6,682,770

6,560,820
6,469,308
6,178,326
5,462,262
5,250,015

MARYLAND, US.A.
Ocerlooking the beautiful Severn River, seven miles

rOC ML

EMEER: PFOTOMARC VALLEY RARIO CLAB



W3LPL Multi-Multi in Crownsville Maryland — 1984
K3RV on 40 meters and W3FG (SK) on 10 meters

MARYLAND, U.S.A.

Querlo &mgthb ufiful Severn River, seven miles
No fhw fAnanmmAn AudlC unty
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Permit for Seven Towers at New QTH

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS OF HOWARD COUNTY
BUREAU OF INSPECTIONS LICENSES & PERMITS

PERMIT STICKER
HAS BEEN ISSUED

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
BUREAU OF INSPECTIONS LICENSES & PERMITS

3430 COURT HOUSE DRIVE, ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043

INSPECTION & ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

INSPECTED

HOWARD COUNTY

Glenwood Maryland - 1985

SERIAL NUMBER

67752

DATE ISSUED

12/30/8%

COMPLETION DATE

USE & OCCUPANCY DATE

BUILDING ADDRESS (HOUSE NO., STREET, TOWN OR AREA)

3055 BHobts Road

Gleavood, MD
LOT NO. | PARCEL NO. SEC. AREA |BLOCK NO.| LIBER FOLIO
2 S 23 1356 | 555
SUB DIVISION ZONE ZONE MAP| ELEC. DIST. CENSUS TR.
¥iadsor Farw Eststes| R 1% 4 604G
OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS PHONE NO.
Francis Donowsn 0233164

1059 Oasr Srive

Crownsville, ¥D 21032

GRADING/SEDIMENT CONTROL LJYES LINO -

“SOP W
‘ DESCRIPTION OF WORK AUTHORIZED
Erect Seven Amateor
Radio Towers
fernonnl use only
aot fer coamercial use
§ ¢a 2t 2 1%0°
3 e oo 2* 146



\

Neighbor cries
SOS at sight of

7 radio towers

James M. Coram

ob and JoAnn Poma bought a

home on Hobbs Road near

Glenwood in  rural Howard
County recently, thinking it would
provide a serene country setting for
raising their three teen-agers.

Francis Donovan picked Hobbs Road
for his new home because it allowed
him 10 acres on which to place szven
HAM radio towers.

When Poma discovered Donovan
was erecting the four [90-foot and
three 140-foot towers, he sent a distress
signal 10 County Executive J. Hugh
Nichols. ‘

Poma was certain the towers were
illegal or that, at the very least, some
county agency could review the laws
and hear the public’s objections.

Not so, Nichols told him in a hand-
written note. Donovan’s towers are
pefectly legal in rurally, zoned arcas.
Nichols sent along a copy of the zoning
regulations as proof,

three-foot satellite dish, he would have
to hide it with landscaped mounds and
privacy screening. | can't believe one
individual is given this kind of con-
sideration without considering others.
The guy across the street is ready (o
move to West Virginia just because I'm
moving in’" and building a modern
‘executive home’ across from his farm-
house, says Poma. “*Wait til he finds
out about those towers,"’

Poma says he is “'kind of new’" to
challenging government regulations and
that he is *‘not one to raise Cain about
this whole thing."

He said he js still “‘excited about
Howard County,"" but is concerned
about pumping his life savings into a
“real nice’' property adjacent to an
Veyesore, "’ '

Poma expects nearby Glenwood resi-
dents to join his crusade for a zoning
exception when they learn about the
lowers.

Donovan tells a different story. He




15 Meter Station - 1995
TS-950 and TS-850 Sl WOLPL
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Eight 580 Foot Beverages Starting in 1995

North NE

NW

West

East
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#1 USA Multi-Multi in Four CQWW and ARRL DX Contests
During a Single Season

cCQwwSsSSsB CQWW CW  ARRLCW  ARRLSSB

N2AA

1982 1982 1983 1983
W3LPL 1987 1987 1988 1988
W3LPL 1988 1988 1989 1989
W3LPL 1989 1989 1990 1990
W3LPL 1994 1994 1995 1995
K3LR 2010 2010 2011 2011
K3LR 2013 2013 2014 2014
K3LR 2014 2014 2015 2015
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New 160 and 80 Meter Receiving Antennas - 2013

NE
Beverage

Eight 160M
24 foot
WS8IJI umbrella
verticals
in a 350 foot
diameter circle

Eight 80M
24 foot

8J1 umbrella
verticals
ina 175 foot

diameter circle

West
Beverage

South
Beverage



160 Meter 8-Circle Receiving Array and Beverages — 2013

on four acres 1000 feet from my transmitting antennas
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A Tornado Topples My 200 Foot 10 Meter Tower - 2016

W3LPL

MARYLAND




HOWARD COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTIONS, LICENSES AND PERMITS

3430 COURT HOUSE DRIVE
ELLICOTT CITY, MD 21043

Residential Miscellaneous Permit

PERMIT NUMBER: B16002902 APPLICATION DATE: 6/30/2016 ISSUE DATE: 6/30/2016
SITE ADDRESS: PROPERTY OWNER INFO:

3055 HOBBS RD DONOVAN FRANCIS AND PHYLLIS
GLENWOOD, MD 21738 3055 HOBBS RD

GLENWOOD, MD 21738
Phone #: 410-489-9826
Subdivision: WINDSOR FARM ESTATES
Lot No.: 2 Tax Map: 14 Grid: 14-23
ADC Map: 4812-H5 SDP No.: Zoning: RR-DEO Census Tract: 605601

DESCRIPTION OF WORK:
SFD/ REPLACE TORNADO DAMAGED AMATEUR RADIO TOWER (APPROXIMATELY 199" IN HEIGHT)




Six Weeks After the Tornado - August 2016
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